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This study would not be complete without some comment on the Leif Erikson inscription found on
a rock off the shore of Nomans Land, adjacent to Martha’s Vineyard. Photos are scant which
severely limits any study. Typically, it is considered a fraud because it contains a letter M or Roman
numeral in the date. However, the Spirit Pond Inscription Stone (SP-3) used the letter M in the final
date and it was also used to substitute for a runic M in the center pictogram. Therefore, the use of
M1 to suggest a date of 1001 is wholly consistent with it being a valid inscription. The Spirit Pond
stones were not found for some 40 years after common knowledge of the Leif inscription so they
could not have inspired the M1 date.  Furthermore, consider the constraints of using only the runic
numbers to indicate a date of 1001 as just seen in the SP-2. There is simply no zero which makes an
M very useful. Certainly any educated person of the year 1001 was in the habit of using M1 as a date
since Roman numerals were in use then throughout Europe. ‘Modern graffiti’ would not use such
a strange arrangement. The zero is so common place today it would have been used without a
thought. Indeed, it should have been 1003 since that was the date the then current encyclopedias
stated Leif discovered Vinland.

The top line of the inscription is straight forward. It consists of four runes spelling out LIIF and eight
more spelling out IRIKSSĄN. This is accepted to be Leif  Eriksson. The date follows M1 (1001) and
then the next line begins clearly with Th I and that is where confusion sets in. The third rune is made
to appear as an N in some white marked images. A photo from Holand (1944) has a chalked image
which clearly does not show an N. Holand reports that Professor Delabarre in 1935 examined the



stone carefully and found no additional markings on the upright staves of the runes after the first Th.
He most certainly would have reported an N. Photos however can often reveal more than the eye can
see. The first five runes are readable as: Th I ʀ TI. In the enlarged image note the short height of the
third line and an arrow on top of the fourth can be made out. The remaining group of lines followed
by the four on the fourth appear to be just lines or I’s. Holand’s explanation was that Greenlanders
often left incomplete runes as part of magical incantations. Mongé and others disagreed.

Erikson is spelled with two S’s in the old Icelandic manner. Each name should be followed by an
ʀ but these do not appear. The doubled S and deleted ʀ provides for the correct number of letters and
sums as seen below. Other differences and some very good reasons for them are elucidated by
Holand. The inscription then reads (retaining letter placement):

     LIIF   IR IKSSÆN
             M I
   ThI ʀ T  I    I I I 
          I  I II

Regardless of how the last two are read the top two lines are sharp and clear. As noted before, these
types of inscriptions always gave proof of the date through the Easter Tables.** The GN for year
1001 is 14. The DL is 5. The Rati (Line#) is 15.The M can be converted to 14. There are 14 I’s. The
number of runes on the first two lines is 14. So GN 14 is found. Simple enough. Even simpler, the
5 or R is directly above the M. The Rati of 15 is the first rune (L,15). The sum of M (14) + 1 is also
15. Both runes M and R are carefully framed by straight lines, are central to the inscription and
slightly larger to make them stand out. The date is then proven very well. (**See below.)

Images from Holand, 1944



Inscription:
   LIIF    IR IKSSÆN

             M I
        ThI ʀ T I    I I I 

           I  III

When converted to numbers the inscription reads:

        15 9 9 1    9 5 9 6 11 11 4 8
14   9

           3      9  16 12   9   9 9 9
      9     9 9 9

There are 12 runes on the first line in 2 groups of 4 and 8. The sum of Leif is 34 while Eriksson
equals 63. Their total sum is 97 or 79 in reverse.✓ The second line is 14, 9 = 23; or 14,1 = 15.
Finding the difference then 97 - 15 = 82 or 28 in reverse.✓ Then 79 followed by 23 is 7923 or 792.✓
(For number meanings see** below.)

Many critics note IRIK is misspelled but by this spelling it gives |5|6 which becomes 56. ✓ The RI
pattern was seen on the SP-3 inscription stone which implied 5 + 1 = 6 ⇒ 56. More importantly, it
can be seen as far away as Sweden on the famous Rök runestone.
Its double, 112 (56 x 2), is found by adding the sum of the first two lines or 97 and 15 = 112. ✓
The S as 11 also supplies 56 since 5+6 = 11. The two S’s are then repeating 56's. ✓
There are 14 I’s in total. Recall 14 doubled is 28 and doubled again is 56. ✓

The third line if read: ThI ʀ T I   III provides ⇒ 3,9,16,12,9   111 (or 9,9,9).
ThI ʀ: 3,9,16 is 28.     T I: is 12,9.      If the TI is in the Elder, it is 17, 11 which sums to 28 as well
which was seen in the Kingigtorssuaq and Kensington stones. Three I’s or 9's suggests 3 x 9 = 27
which supplies all the digits for 792. ✓

Typically the TI is in a vertical line. Lying in a nearly perfect vertical line is another I and the runes
I M T I. This is 9,14,12,9 or 44...? The same can be done on the other leg of the M with the R: R M
I I or 5,14,9,9 = 37...? Between them is an I or 9. 44 + 9 + 37 is 90 and 90̊ is the north pole which
is portrayed as the center pole of the inscription.

The sum of the vertical lines IMTI, IIII and I between them is 89 and 89 x 89 is 7920. ✓
The sum of the entire third line is 3,9,16,12,9,9,9,9 = 76 which was seen above. ✓
The sum of the fourth line, if they are all 9's, is 36 which reminds us there are 360 degrees in a circle.
If it is 9 and then 3 x9; it is 9 27 or 792 as was seen in the line above. ✓

Typically a day of dedication is given. After trying many possibilities, the day of dedication appears
to be simply stated by the two letter / numbers below the year. The four letters as a group spell TIMI
which sounds like time. Let’s take the hint and see that this implies 12 /9 or the 9th of December
which is confirmed by the first letter/number of value 15. The 9th is fifteen days before the end of the
Norse year. This day also falls on the new moon.



However, this riddle master is much clearer with the latitude. One must know the latitude and
longitude to find it in these inscriptions. Noman’s land is at 41.258̊N and 70.815̊W.

Note the count of the I’s. First line: 4. Second line: 1
Third line from right to left: 4 then 1.
Fourth line total: 4. Then left to right 1 and 3. ⇒⇒ 41.3̊N

Longitude is at 70.815̊and zero’s are difficult to imply. But there are 7 I’s in the vertical line and
then left on the third line. There are also 7 I’s in the U shape that included the M. This suggests 7
and implies 0. But then again 7I appears very close to 71. So, the longitude is rounded up.

It is highly likely that the author of this complicated encryption embedded their name in it.
Note the M could also be the T and L runes set together which could spell out the word ‘tell’
or ‘let’ - meaning inscribe. The adjoining I would then create : ‘I tell’ or ‘I let.’ There is the
beginning of a name on the third line: Th I ʀ. The last symbol, ʀ, typically ends a name, so
again it suggests a name is here. It remains elusive until one realizes the whole puzzle lends itself
to counting: first line 12 runes, second 2, third 8 and fourth 4. If each of these represent letters, then
TUNÆ is found. Interestingly, this is an old Swedish name and short form of ‘Thorniut.’ Looking
at the word groups further find 4 and 8 on the first line and 5 and 3 on the third. This gives Æ,N and
R, Th. The first is the name of a goddess in the same era as Baal. The latter is two of the missing
letters to form Thorniut. Now recall the Th I ʀ. The name is now complete as Thærniutʀ also known
as Tunæ, the author.

It would have been more satisfying to find Baal spelled out since An was found. But then again...
shift ciphers are sometimes used in runic riddles. If the vertical line I M T I is shifted by one rune
over (I ⇒A, M⇒B, etc.) it becomes A B L A or Baal. The right side does not shift but remains as RM
III meaning ‘Rim 3.’ For sure, this is another one of those weird Baalist statements that appears to
be true once you understand what they are talking about.

This inscription seems to be wholly valid. It certainly fits the riddle pattern of other stones, the date
is supported by embedded Easter table values, and the syntax has suffered in favor of the numbers.
There is also an embedded author name. It displays typical Baalist numbers and indeed, the name
Baal in a classic shift cipher is a bonus. All of this is in common with others seen from the period.
Consider that this is very near the southerly most tip of Martha’s Vineyard and once was probably
ashore on Noman Island before the coast eroded. As the land washed away it dropped the stone into
the ocean as well. As noted by many, Martha’s Vineyard most certainly fits the description of
Vinland. Holand (1944) argues other reasons for its validity. One might want to err on the side of
caution and retrieve it from the ocean before a possible work of great historical value is lost forever.

Leif Eriksson
9th December 1001

by Thorniutʀ, also known as Tunæ,
at Latitude 41.3̊N, 71̊ W
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The following two tables are copied from Mongé pages 221 and 224.

PERPETUAL EASTER TABLE

Dominical           7                  2                  4                    6                  1                  3                  5
Letters: ⇒   6   5   4   3   1   7   6   5   3    2    1   7   5   4   3   2   7   6   5   4   2   1   7   6   4   3   2   1
1) 1140   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9
2) 1168 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18  19    1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
3) 1196 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8    9  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8  
4) 1224       9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17  18  19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10  1112 13 14 15 16 17
5) 1252 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7    8    9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7
6) 1280   8  9  10 11 12 13 14 15 16  17  18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
7) 1308 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6    7    8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6
8) 1336   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15  16  17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9) 1364 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5    6    7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5
10) 1392   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14  15  16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14  
11) 1420 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4    5    6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4
12)   916   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12  13 14  15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 
13)   944 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2    3   4    5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3
14)   972   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11  12 13  14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12
15) 1000 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1    2   3    4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2 
16) 1028   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10  11 12  13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11
17) 1056 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19    1   2    3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1
18) 1084   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9  10 11  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19   1   2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10   
19) 1112 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18  19   1    2   3   4   5   6   7   8   9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19

In the Julian versions of Luni-solar perpetual calendars and Easter tables, The Demonical (Sunday)
Letters (DL)are normally represented by the first seven letters in the alphabet. In this table, however,
the DL’s (top lines) for any and all years are indicted by the equivalent numbers 1 to 7 inclusive, i.e.
1 = the FIRST of the seven DL’s; 2 = the second, etc. (Double numbers are for Leap Years: Top
number for January and February only, bottom numbers for March to December inclusive.)

The Golden Numbers (GN) (within the rectangle), which in Latin calendars are usually represented
by Roman numerals, and in Runic calendars by Runic and/or other symbols, are shown as numbers
from 1 to 19 inclusive. Each line in the rectangle shows the GN for twenty-eight years, beginning
with the year shown at left of the line, hence AD 1140 (line 1) has assigned to it GN - 1, and DL -
7/6; AD 1141 has GN - 2, and DL - 5, etc. The table repeats itself in 532 years.”

Further comments:

∙This table from Mongé’s book begins in year 916 and ends in year 1447. Since it repeats every 532
years it is possible to renumber the table to run from 1447 forward.
∙The information contained in the table was carried on a Primstav which is the equivalent of a slide
rule for calculating such dates.



Number of Days to December 24

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Day#  K  K  K  K  K  K  K  K  K  K  K  K
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  1.. 357 326 298 267 237 206 176 145 114 84 53 23
  2.. 356 325 297 266 236 205 175 144 113 83 52 22
  3.. 355 324 296 265 235 204 174 143 112 82 51 21
  4.. 354 323 295 264 234 203 173 142 111 81 50 20
  5.. 353 322 294 263 233 202 172 141 110 80 49 19
  6.. 352 321 293 262 232 201 171 140 109 79 48 18
  7.. 351 320 292 261 231 200 170 139 108 78 47 17
  8.. 350 319 291 260 230 199 169 138 107 77 46 16
  9.. 349 318 290 259 229 198 168 137 106 76 45 15
10.. 348 317 289 258 228 197 167 136 105 75 44 14
11.. 347 316 288 257 227 196 166 135 104 74 43 13
12.. 346 315 287 256 226 195 165 134 103 73 42 12
13.. 345 314 286 255 225 194 164 133 102 72 41 11
14.. 344 313 285 254 224 193 163 132 101 71 40 10
15.. 343 312 284 253 223 192 162 131 100 70 39   9
16.. 342 311 283 252 222 191 161 130 99 69 38   8
17.. 341 310 282 251 221 190 160 129 98 68 37   7
18.. 340 309 281 250 220 189 159 128 97 67 36   6
19.. 339 308 280 249 219 188 158 127 96 66 35   5
20.. 338 307 279 248 218 187 157 126 95 65 34   4
21.. 337 306 278 247 217 186 156 125 94 64 33   3
22.. 336 305 277 246 216 185 155 124 93 63 32   2
23.. 335 304 276 245 215 184 154 123 92 62 31   1
24.. 334 303 275 244 214 183 153 122 91 61 30   0
25.. 333 302 274 243 213 182 152 121 90 60 29New Year364
26.. 332 301 273 242 212 181 151 120 89 59 28 363
27.. 331 299 272 241 211 180 150 119 88 58 27 362
28.. 330 299 271 240 210 179 149 118 87 57 26 361
29.. 329  - 270 239 209 178 148 117 86 56 25 360
30.. 328  - 269 238 208 177 147 116 85 55 24 359
31.. 327  - 268  - 207  - 146 115  - 54  - 358

NOTE: This table shows the number of full days remaining in the medieval Norse calendar year
which ended on December 24. When the cryptographic KEY (Column K above) is applied, the true
date of the inscription is shown on the left. For example: KEY - 231. The true date is May 7.

Table after Mongé page 224.


